
What is the definition of “New Zealand Music”?
New Zealand music is music made by New Zealanders

… where "made" means "performed or recorded" and "New Zealander" 
means "New Zealand citizen or resident".

YES/NO checklist 
(3 out of 5 yes answers required):

In the case of a band, eligibility is based 
on first answering YES to:

Work through these following questions:

YES/NO checklist 
(3 out of 5 yes answers required):

1. You played a major creative role in
determining the structure, arrangement
and final overall sound of this work?

YES         NO

2. You are listed on cover art 
or accompanying material as 
the ‘Artist’?

YES         NO

4. You personally sampled, or otherwise
collected, the sounds that form the
substantial basis of this work?

YES         NO

5. This is an original work – not an
alternative mix of a work previously
released under someone else’s name?

YES         NO

3. You physically played/sang 
on the work in question?

YES         NO

1. You are predominantly based 
in New Zealand?
YES         NO

2. You recorded the work in 
question in New Zealand?

YES         NO

3. Your performance and/or
recording career began, in some
tangible form, while resident in
New Zealand?
YES         NO

5. You describe yourself, and are
described, in independent media
coverage as a New Zealander?

YES         NO

4. You have made some form of
demonstrable contribution
(financial, collaborative,
promotional or otherwise) to the
New Zealand music industry?

YES         NO

The majority of the band members are
New Zealanders OR are 
New Zealander(s) the predominant
creative contributors to the band.
YES         NO

did you make it
yourself...?
if in doubt...

are you a 
New Zealander...?

More information and a detailed FAQ can be found at www.nzonair.govt.nz/music


